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1. Background to the Project and Introduction:
The Securing the Landscape project was started via the Valley of Visions Landscape
Partnership (VoV). Key to the success of VoV and a precursor to all other project targets
was dealing with illegal access and anti-social activity in the area. The issue of illegal
motorised access and fly-tipping, along with heritage crime, were considered by landowners
and residents in the rural areas of the Medway Valley between Rochester and Maidstone, to
be the main blights to the beauty of the area.
Covering almost 10,000 hectares along the Kent North Downs from Kemsing to Detling, the
Heritage Lottery Fund project Old Chalk New Downs (OCND) aims to restore and connect
remaining fragments of precious chalk downland, much of which has been lost or become
fragmented, making it difficult for its rare species to spread and survive. OCND looks to
address these issues through work to improve, restore, and reconnect threatened chalk
grassland habitats, while addressing the loss of people’s connection with their natural
environment and lack of knowledge and understanding of the value of their heritage
through a variety of schemes.
OCND already works to address rural crime in the project area via Downs Watch and
engagement with the Securing the Landscape Partnership. Downs Watch is a new initiative
to combat rural crime in the project area. OCND has partnered with the Country Eye app,
a quick and effective tool for reporting anything from vandalism to signage on public right of
way to suspicious behaviour, wildlife crime and fly-tipping. Now, OCND has commission
Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (MVCP) to create this STL Toolkit, to further assist
landowners in addressing rural crime which affects the important and delicate habitats of
the area. The map below shows the OCND project location which this toolkit focusses on,
but the information provided is further reaching and will benefit everyone.
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Map of the Old Chalk New Downs Project Area @ Old Chalk New Downs 2020
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What is the Securing the Landscape Toolkit?
This toolkit is designed to be a ‘one stop shop’ for local landowners and residence but
also others affected by rural crime. The toolkit will allow you to easily find information
about certain crimes and, most importantly, explains how to report crime and what
methods you can employ to potentially prevent the crimes from happening. Not all
crime is included in the toolkit, only crime which we know affects the landscape of the
area and thus the landowners.

How has the Toolkit been created?
County and national statistics on crime together with local information and case studies
have been pulled together to make all information available in one place for ease of
access. Key stakeholders in the area have been consulted with and a landowner
consultation questionnaire was distributed in order to gain up to date information on
the public perception on local crime and what local landowners and residence feel they
need in their toolkit to assist them in reporting and preventing crime. Real examples of
how people have prevented or hinder crime on their land has been included.
This report, which forms the basis of the SLT Toolkit, has been written in a Dyslexic
Friendly Format and the colours in the document are a result of this accessible format.

The expectation of the Toolkit / What the Toolkit will achieve!
The Toolkit will promote the use of Country Eye, will encourage the correct reporting
of crime and will also give landowners important information about crime prevention
methods which they can employ. These outcomes will be measured by the number of
people who download Country Eye and the number of crimes reported together with a
follow up public consultation in the future regards the perception of location crime. It is
expected that initially, crime reports will increase following the toolkit, but that will
reflect the increase in reporting.
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Not all crime is included in this toolkit. We have focussed on rural crime and that which
we know is a blight on the beauty of and/or negatively affects the OCND (plus Kent
Downs) landscape area specifically. Other websites and resources will better assist you in
learning about other crime. For an A-Z of all crime please refer to either the Crimestoppers
or the Fearless website and both of these will also provide you with other links and
resources. In addition, for other crimes not included in this toolkit, you may find the
following documents and links useful:
www.actionfraud.police.uk
Fact sheet: Government action to tackle violent crime
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
www.fearless.org
www.womensaid.org.uk
www.nspcc.org
www.refuge.org.uk
www.mensadviceline.org.uk
www.victimsupport.org.uk
As highlighted in their 2020 Rural Crime report ‘A challenging time for the countryside’, NFU
Mutual’ theft claim figures reveal that rural crime cost the UK £54.3m in 2019. This figure is
an increase of nearly 9% on the previous year, making it the highest cost recorded in eight
years. This rise is thought to have been driven by thefts of high-value tractors, quad bikes
and other farm vehicles, but livestock theft also increased in 2019, with organised groups
stealing large numbers of sheep, which are thought to have entered the food chain illegally
(NFU Mutual 2020). In addition, it is believed that the Covid 19 pandemic in 2020 has also
increased rural crime. There has been increase reports of dog attacks on livestock as more
people have been out walking and fly tipping incidents have increased considerably, possibly
due to closures in household waste recycling centres (NFU Mutual 2020). The report
indicates that the cost of rural crime in Kent has fallen, but that the county remains the
fourth most affected county in the UK. (NFU Mutual 2020).
Section 2 of this toolkit highlights the importance of crime reporting and how to report
crime. Section 3 highlights the types of common rural crime which affect the local area and
gives advice and guidance on reporting incidents and methods which may be used to
prevent the crime from occurring.

5

6

2: The Importance of Reporting Crime:
Van Kesteren et al (2000) highlighted that approximately 25% of the people in the Western
world are crime victims every year and about one in five of them are victimised more than
once. However, studies have shown that, for some locations, as high as 60% of crimes go
unreported (Victim Support NI 2020). Most unreported crimes will be ‘minor’, but many will
be more serious or violent incidents. Some victims say they thought it pointless to involve
the police if there has been no personal injury or damage to property. Others stated it was
too time-consuming or stressful and many people apparently feel that the police are
overstretched and do not want to bother them with a ‘trivial’ matter. Other victims of
unreported crime may have worries about intimidation or reprisals if they report. (Victim
Support NI 2020)
Crown Prosecution Service (2020) states that, whilst there is no legal obligation to do so, if
you witness a crime you have a vital role to play in bringing the criminals to justice via
reporting it and the information you give could bring a criminal to justice. Furthermore,
reporting the crime to the police could prevent further crimes being committed and protect
others from being victimized in the future. The criminal justice system can only work
effectively if crimes are reported (Crown Prosecution Service 2020) and the true scale of
crime is important to know so efforts can be targeted and pro-active.

2.1 What not to report to the police?
Many incidences may not be actual crimes and/or may not be reportable to the police but
to another authority. Many environmental issues for example may require reporting to the
local council or Environment Agency instead of the police:
Local Authority:
•
•

•
•
•
•
6

Pest species such as rats, wasps, mice, or bed bugs are not considered a crime and
you should contact your local council to find out what services they offer
Noise pollution and nuisance noise including building and vehicle alarms, pubs and
clubs and construction sites is considered anti-social but is not reported to the police
but to the local council.
Small scale litter and waste
Fly tipping- unless it is an immediate danger to public health. Whilst a crime, fly
tipping is not usually reported to the police but to the local authority.
If found discarded needles, syringes and drug paraphernalia should be reported to
the council and not handled by members of the public
Burst water mains should be reported to the water authority for the area.
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•

Garden bonfires are not a crime but can be considered nuisance if they occur too
frequently which carries a £5,000 fine.

Environment agency:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Illegal fishing
Polluting land and water courses
Flooding
Unusual changes in river flow
Collapsed or damaged river banks
Dead fish or fish gasping for air
Main rivers blocked by fallen trees or vehicles- which poses a potential flood risk

To discover more about what is and isn’t a crime in Kent visit:
https://www.kent.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rc/rural-crime/
If you are in doubt whether it is a crime or not report it anyway and let the police decide
how to proceed
The Environment Agency 24 -hour incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60

2.2

Recording incidents and keeping a log:

It is important to keep a record/ log of incidents related to rural crime as details can be used
as evidence for later investigations, however your own safety is most paramount and you
should never put yourself in danger when logging details of incidents.
If you witness a crime occurring, if violence is involved or if there is a threat to life then
retreat to a safe distance and call 999 immediately.
Details to record:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vehicle details -number plate, make and model, colour
A description of the people involved- appearance, clothes they were wearing,
distinguishing marks or features
Note the type of incident
Location of the incident
Time and date the incident occurred or was discovered
Any other witnesses and their details

The first point of contact should be Kent Police on 101 if it is a non-emergency, if you wish
to report a rural crime anonymously you can inform the call handler or use the Rural Crime
Hotline on 0800 783 0137 or visit www.ruralcrimehotline.co.uk
7
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2.3

How to report to 101:

101 is the non-emergency contact number for any police force in England and Wales it is
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week it is free to call and should be used if the incident is
not an emergency (if it is an emergency or the crime is still occurring and you require
immediate police response dial 999) . You can also report crimes or incidents online
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/report-a-crime-incident/.
After calling 101 you will be connected to an automated system which will identify your
location and a call handler will then ask you a series of questions, try and answer them as
accurately as possible.
You should tell them:
•

•
•
•
•

As much detail as you can remember of the incident including time, location and
description of the people involved and if you have any photos or recordings of the
incident
Details of the victims or landowner if you know them and how the police can contact
them
Tell the call handler if you are concerned for your own safety and they will advise
you how to proceed
Details and descriptions of any other potential witnesses
Your contact details

The call handler will give you a 6 digit long incident number via email or text which along
with the incident details may be passed onto the investigation management team (IMU) and
if the incident if considered a crime, the IMU will then allocate to relevant teams such as the
Rural Task Force and the Local Policing District Team.

If you would like to be updated on how the incident is being handled then you can call 101
and quote the given incident number to discover whether the incident is still under
investigation, if it has been closed with no further enquiry, or if they are pursuing charges.
https://www.kent.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rc/rural-crime/
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2.4

Country Eye:
Country eye is an information reporting app for smart devices it is
aimed at people living and working in Kent UK, it is free to download
and uses the devices location and camera to record incidents and
then passes that data onto the relevant agencies and authorities.

To sign up for this app on a smart phone simply go to play or app
store on a smart device and search for ‘Country Eye’ it has a green
logo background and an owl face in the foreground. After the app has been downloaded it
will request log in details or to create an account using your name, email address and
postcode and will request permission to access the devices location and camera , it needs
access to both so that it will work effectively.
The app opens directly into the camera and allows you to take a picture of an incident or
select it ‘from library’ / a gallery on your phone, it then asks details such as ‘What do you
see?’ and you can select from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Animal, Wildlife Crime
Aviation
Farm Crime
Fly-Tipping
Heritage Crime
HGV Watch
Kent Fire & Rescue
Maritime
Missing Persons
Potholes
Theft

It also requests ‘Anything else?’ so that you can give further details of the incident then you
can submit the data. Once data has been submitted to the app it is collated into a report
and sent onto the relevant agencies and authorities.
Country Eye shares data with the following organisations:
Kent Police
Kent Fire & Rescue Service
RSPCA
East Kent Horse Watch
The 13 Borough/District Councils in Kent
Kent Heritage Watch
Kent Neighbourhood Watch
9
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Kent Wildlife Trust
HGV Watch
Natural England
K.C.C. Intelligence Unit
‘As at February 2020, the App has over 4800 subscribers and has reported over 5,000
submissions to various agencies resulting in some 20 arrests. Unlike messaging using Social
Media groups, the integrity of information from Country Eye has been accepted as evidential
by the Crown Prosecution Service. The App is also GDPR compliant.’ © Copyright NWN 2020
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/country-eye-app
https://countryeye.co.uk/
Downs Watch is a new initiative to combat rural crime in the Old Chalk New Downs Project
area. Old Chalk New Downs has partnered with the Country Eye app, a quick and effective
tool for reporting anything from vandalism to signage on public right of way to suspicious
behaviour, wildlife crime and fly-tipping (Old Chalk New Downs 2020)

Downs Watch signage with QR code
(Old Chalk New Downs 2020)
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3 Crime Prevention Guidance:
Section 3 of this toolkit will give you essential information, guidance, and ideas of how to
prevent crimes from happening. Throughout this section there are case study local
examples of methods employed to prevent crimes. In addition, throughout section 4
(Crimes: Information, Reporting and Preventing) grey text boxes allow you to see further
crime prevention guidance reiterated for each crime type discussed.

3.1 Introduction and the Ten Principles of Crime Prevention:
There are 10 overarching methods to prevent crime from happening, especially crimes
against your property or land.
1) Target Hardening (or Hard Targeting): Making it physically harder for criminals to
access and/or harder to commit the crime. Hard targeting refers to infrastructure
such as fencing, gates, anti-climb paint, prick strips, ditch construction, locks etc.
Constructing and erecting such things on your land reduces the ease in which people
can enter to commit crime.
2) Target Removal: Remove the item/object from view to reduce the temptation of
opportunistic criminals. Examples include things such as not hanging a bag on the
back of a chair or not carrying your wallet in a back pocket to growing a climbing
plant over a repeatedly graffitied wall.
3) Remove the means to commit the crime: Opportunistic criminals often need things
to use to commit a crime. Do not invite the risk of crime by removing additional
means by which is could be committed. For example, shield your pin number when
withdrawing cash, padlock and/or lock away ladders, do not leave keys unattended
or in the locks, do not leave tools or gardening equipment lying around etc.
4) Remove the payoff: This is where the profit a criminal could make from the crime is
reduced and therefore the crime is less beneficial to make. Examples include
marking property with UV pens so it is unsellable and retraceable, mark animals with
ear tags so they are more identifiable and similarly use Tec-Tracer and erect relevant
Tec-Tracer signage to deter potential thieves from stealing livestock.
5) Access Control: This is very important when considering many types of rural crime.
Control and change the accessibility of land and property by erecting strong, high
fencing and gates (though do not fully obstruct the views- see 6), introduce
impenetrable hedgerows and place fallen trees across boundaries to prevent vehicle
access.
11
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6) Surveillance: Criminals do not want to run the risk of being spotted whilst
committing crime so increase surveillance as a deterrent. This can include such
things as CCTV (see 3.2), security lightings, establish Neighbourhood Watch schemes
in the area and make signage as such visible, employing security officers. Secluded
properties are targets so make sure hedges are not too high and anyone passing can
see the property/land.
7) Environmental Design: Improve the condition and appearance of property and open
spaces so that there is a strong impression of it being looked after and having a
regular presence. So, deal with issues such as graffiti, vandalism, and fly tipping
quickly and keep the area tended. An environment that appears to be under the
control of its residents tends to suffer fewer crimes.
8. Rule Setting: This refers to the giving of clear information about certain routines
being in place that may thwart criminal behaviour. Examples include CCTV and alarm
signage.
9. Increase the chance of getting caught: Similar to surveillance but with added
infrastructure intended to track down and catch the criminal. For example, the use
of tracking software on livestock, vehicles, and computers. Using a vapour
generating alarm to disorientate intruders, so that may be caught inside and marking
property to it is traceable.
10. Deflect Offenders: This relates to early intervention to turn people away from crime
as well as interventions to confuse potential criminals, such as having timer switches
which make your property look occupied at various times.
(Crime Prevention Website 2020)
One of the most effect ways to prevent intruders entering your property is ensure that your
property and its boundary are secure. Consider using alarms systems, anti-climb paint, prikk
strips, and implementing preventative infrastructure such as fencing, gates and doors (See
Section 3.2: Target Hardening).
It is crucial for the property/ land boundaries to be in good condition, with no large gaps
that can allow access for unwanted vehicles including motorbikes. If there are large gaps
consider putting large tree trunks or boulders/rocks in those gaps, although this is not
always aesthetically pleasing it is a proven preventative measure and is discussed further in
Section 3.3: Natural Barriers.
Security equipment including lighting, alarms and cameras (See Section 3.4: Covert
Camera/CCTV) should also be checked regularly for damage and replaced when needed,
12
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faulty equipment should not be left on show as it gives the appearance of a neglected
property.
Ensure property is tidy; tools, ladders, rubble/brick should not be left in the open as they
can be used to commit an offence, bins should also be kept out of site and away from fences
as they may be used by thieves as climbing aids to move items in. Keep unused land
maintained and free from litter and other waste so that fly tipping is not encouraged, it is
also important to remove hiding/ blind spots around your property.
All equipment should be branded or marked with unique serial numbers, on machinery this
should be done to the windows or bodywork as it is harder to remove. Photos should be
taken of machinery and valuable equipment as in the event they do get stolen this may
make them easier to identify and recover.
It may also help to install SmartWater
devices to prevent tampering: these spray
criminals with a type of ink which can be
detected under a special light, marking
them as the culprit. ‘SmartWater® offers a
unique combination of a brand
that is
feared by criminals and revolutionary
forensic technology that provides robust
traceability to your valuables and
assets. Our forensic traceable liquid assigns
your possessions with their own unique
forensic code, allowing them to be traced
back to you and criminal to the crime’
(Smartwater 2020).

‘The Police were very impressed at
the way the thief sorted through
my gear, putting [SmartWater]
marked items to one side as he
went through my buildings.
Nothing of mine has been stolen
since everything was marked’
Mr Thomas (Farmer and Pest
Management Contractor)

Keep areas well lit. Building entrances should always be bright and provide a clear line of
sight from both inside and outside. Using timer switches or wireless control to make sure
the properties look occupied if vacant at night and in the evening. Motion sensor lighting
can also be fitted if you do not wish to have the lights left on, they are most effective when
used in conjunction with CCTV and are available from many hardware shops or online.
Lighting may have a cost to fitting and may require electrician’s inspection and approval,
follow manufacturer guidance.You may wish to investigate the use of a security service on
your land to maximise a physical presence. There are similar firms and services you could
communicate with regards this type of service.
In addition to the general overviews given above, the following sub-sections will give you
more examples of prevent crime methods:
13
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3.2 Target Hardening:
Target hardening is a term used by police officers, those working in security, and / or
the military with reference to the strengthening of security. The type of methods employed
via target hardening includes physical infrastructure such as gates and bollards.

Fencing and Gates: For many properties metal palisade fencing proves an effect way to
prevent entry to sites, although there are a range of fences which will be suitable for your
property and differ in cost and price. Mesh fencing is also an option however it is easier to
climb than vertical palisade fencing unless the mesh is close-knit and it has an anti-climb
coating.
If you are installing a fence around your land perimeter and it borders a public right of
way, then you may require planning permission if the gate or fence is over 2 metres tall,
the same may apply if you live in a listed building or your property borders one. It is best
to check with local planning authority before you carry out any hard infrastructure work
on your boundaries in case there are any restrictions that may require planning
permission.

It is recommended that on larger plots of land there are as few entrances as possible and
the entrances which are in use should have strong gates which are not flimsy or rusted.
Manual gates are the most used for vehicle and pedestrian access onto many small holdings
and private properties, they tend to be cheaper and easier to install than automatic gates
however many lack additional safety features. Automatic gates tend to provide a higher
level of security than manual gates as they can have additional features such as sensors,
cameras or keypad, intercoms, and remote entry systems. Certain automatic gates can have
sensors which will alert the gate owners phone when the gate has been opened but do tend
to cost more than manual gates.
Some more advanced automatic gates give the option to be solar powered so do not rely on
mains electricity however that is not always a feasible option with UK weather, and they
cannot be fitted in shaded areas.
Sliding and bi-folding gates are also an option for properties with limited space for manual
swing gates and can also be made for uneven ground. Trackless sliding gates are another
automatic option which offer additional protection from ram raiding but are more costly.
14
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Although automatic gates do tend to provide more security than manual they can however
prove to be a nuisance to landowners and workers who need to access the property
multiple times throughout the day as many automatic gates cannot be left open. Automatic
gates are also at risk from electrical malfunctions or cut offs if they are connected to a
properties main power supply. Any wide access gates when not in use should also have
additional security measures such as locking posts or temporary obstructions which can only
be moved using heavy machinery.
Pedestrian gates should also be assessed for site security, if motorbikes and 4x4 are
accessing the land illegally via those gates then implementing motorbike inhibitor panels
should be considered, prices vary at approx. £300. If a public right of way is present running
across the land, then using a combination of different methods may be the most effective to
prevent illegal access. This may include using kissing gates, stiles, and bollards.
When installing gates and fences to property public rights of way running through the
property must be respected, the following must not be inhibited:
Access for pedestrians
Access for pedestrians’ w/ dogs
Access for medium mobility vehicles
Access for large mobility vehicles
As well as installing gates, moveable barriers are also a feasible option for many properties.
At Ranscombe farm in Kent regular stock fencing and field gates are in place around the
reserve for livestock while kissing gates allow public access. The reserve has also installed
swing barriers which controls vehicle access but allows livestock to move freely.

Swing barrier at Ranscombe Farm Nature
Reserve purchased (Richard Moyse 2020)
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Many gate and barrier hinges and fixing bolts are vulnerable to attack as they are
considered weak points in the gate. A preventative measure which would stop people lifting
gates off hinges would be to weld a metal plate or washer on the top of the hinge and
around the gate joints. Another option would be to reverse hinge the gates and always
ensure the gate is padlocked inside of the metal box attachment as it will make the padlock
less accessible.

This gate was hand made by a
fabrication company and (since this
picture was taken) been filled with a
steel mesh to stop people from
walking through it at Holborough
(Homewood 2020)

A Case study example of target hardening and CCTV use, from a landowner in Kent.
Extracted with permission from the Toolkit Public Consultation Questionnaire:
‘We experience trespassing by registered and unregistered off-road vehicles (including
quads, motorbikes, scrambler bikes and 4x4s) across our arable fields, through private
woodland and on our land (footpaths & bridleways). We also have an issue with organised
groups of mountain bikes who often chainsaw and dig out new trails through private,
protected woodland. This opens a network of unofficial tracks to motorised users which then
leads to irreversible damage. These groups trample livestock fencing and cut wire to assist
their access.
We experience numerous incidences of fly-tipping in our fields (along quiet woodland
perimeters where the vehicle has driven across an arable field) or on a field edge (where the
perpetrator has unloaded or reversed in straight off a road). We have experienced theft from
farm buildings. Our latest incident was a livestock trailer which we think was stolen to order.
We regularly report the off-road vehicles (call 101) as sometimes they can spend ages just
tearing up and down cultivated fields causing substantial damage to the field and disrupting
the ambience for those who are out and about just seeking a quiet country walk.
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Here are some images of damage to the woodland caused by the trails. The areas of ancient
yew trees (which have European importance) are starting to die where the soil around their
roots is getting so compacted’.

CCTV and Covert Camera have been used on this site with some initial success and signage is
in place to inform and raise awareness. Issues remain however due to number plates being
covered and signs vandalised or removed. The Old Chalk New Downs project are now
funding a metal barrier fence to be installed at a woodland entrance which has become a
main access point for motorised vehicles.

Doors: On buildings which are vulnerable to intrusion secure doors should be fitted with
deadbolt locks and padlocked covers, larger doors may require shutters. Use of solid iron
bars and grills for windows is also advised, for openings and doors which are not used very
often consider placing heavy objects behind or parking vehicles in front of it as this will also
create an obstacle for potential intruders. Careful consideration should be taken not to fully
block fire exits, however.
It is also recommended that Sash Jammers be installed to vulnerable uPVC doors and
windows. A Sash jammer will prevent a door or window from opening should the lock be
bypassed by a would-be thief.

17

18

Alarms: It is recommended that alarms be fitted on building entrances (doors and
windows) and or gates and driveways.
Driveway alarms are also a safety feature which may suit many rural properties or plots of
land where disturbances to fences and gates may not be heard. Passive infra-red (PIR)
driveway alarms are systems which create an invisible beam across a driveway or site /field
entrance and will set off an alarm once the beam has been disturbed, they can be set to
alert the landowners phone once the sensor has been triggered.
The PIR systems are effective alarm systems if installed correctly, however consideration
must be given over their positioning, they must be positioned in an area livestock does not
access to avoid accidental triggering. PIR alarm systems can also be fitted across doors and
windows and powered into a mains electricity supply or can be battery operated. Battery
driven alarm systems are limited by the battery lifespan and risk of the battery being
disconnected and stolen. Solar powered alarm systems are another option during the
summer months but less feasible in the winter.
Geo fencing works in a similar way to PIR driveway systems but on a larger scale, it creates a
boundary using GPS between points/ beacons around a property and will alert the user or
trigger an alarm when a beam is crossed. It is an affective option for landowners with larger
plots of land where fencing or hedging is not completely possible, it will require professional
fitting, cost for equipment and a compatible phone app.

Locks: All locks on the property including those on doors, windows and sheds should be in
good condition if they are rusted or brittle then they should be upgraded. Buying cheap
chains or locks is not advised as they can be easily damaged or removed. Well-known waterresistant brands should be used, and padlocks should have the European CEN standard,
many padlocks will have an element of hardened steel making them more difficult to
damage or break open.
Click the following link for padlock information:
https://unitedlocksmith.net/blog/10-best-padlocks-of-all-time
Chains used to secure property and gates should also be in good condition and a minimum
thickness of 10mm, but 16mm thickness would be ideal and padlocks attached to gate
chains should be enclosed in weatherproof strong casing.
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Anti-climb Paint: This is a thick, non-drying slippery coating that can be applied to all
surfaces including drainpipes, gutters, ledges, brick, windowsills, and fencing, making those
surfaces greasy, slippery and difficult to climb. The paint will leave marks on the hands and
clothing of intruders who touch or rub against it potentially making them easier to identify.
The paint has a lifespan of 3 years when it is recommended a new layer is applied , it is
usually applied higher than 8ft so that it is not accidentally touched by non-intended people
and can be most effective when applied out of site but in an area an intruder would have to
cross to enter the property.
Anti-climb paint is available at many hardware shops or online.

Under the Occupier's Liability Act 1984 householders owe a duty of care to anyone on their
property, whether they are entitled to be there or not. Please also refer to the Highways Act
1980 if anti-vandal paint is planned for use on a wall or surface which adjoins a public highway.

Prikka Strip/ Spikes: These are a spiked anti climb product / deterrent. Usually made of
plastic, they are weatherproof and flexible. They should be fitted onto flat surfaces such as
the tops of fences or walls and although they rarely cause harm, they make climbing on that
surface uncomfortable and delay intrusion. They are attached by screwing down through
pre-formed fixing holes or can be glued.
There is no evidence to suggest that these strips cause harm to wildlife, however they are
used as deterrents for cats and foxes, therefore if a landowner would still like to allow those
animals access to their land then they could consider leaving some small gaps under their
fences. Each site is different however so landowners need to assess the suitability of Prikka
Strips/Spikes on their property and should think, though unlikely, about any potential harm
to animal life.
The strips are available at most hardware shops
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3.3 Natural Barriers:
Natural barriers can be a cost effective and environmentally friendly alternative way of
securing your land/property preventing entry for vehicles including 4x4s and tractors and
preventing the movement of livestock and illegal encampments.
Ditches, trenches, soil bunds/ earth mounds and ‘ha-ha’s’ (a type of sunken fence) are the
traditional preferred security method and are now increasing in popularity as simple
deterrents. There are however limitations to these natural barriers and if a large property
boundary needs to be protected then hiring construction equipment may be required.
Although full coverage may not be necessary when used in combination with other barriers.
Surveys and ground assessments must be carried out before any excavation works to ensure
that no underground water pipes or gas and electric cables are disturbed, landowners
should simply be able to apply to the utility companies for a map of that area before they
begin works.
Digging ditches just inside of land boundaries is an effective method to prevent unwanted
vehicle access. There is not set size recommendation for a security ditch as it will be
dependent on the soil type and surrounding terrain as well as cost to landowner and manual
labour availability. Traditional ‘ha ha’s vary in depth from 2ft to 9ft, but ditches do not have
to be very deep to be effective.
Landowners should be aware that ditches are vulnerable to bank collapse so they must be
maintained and checked regularly for signs of erosion. The location of the proposed ditch
must be considered carefully, especially if there is a PROW across the land as ditches can be
hazardous to the public, particularly if they fill with water.
Intruders may still attempt to access land/ property over the ditch by placing planks across
the gap. To prevent this, earth could be mounded, or a hedge planted on one side of the
ditch so there is no even surface present to support boards.

This security ditch with culvert and
earth bank created an uneven
surface with bollards to prevent
vehicles but allow pedestrian
access. This was installed by the
local County Council at a site near
Ashford and appears to have
successfully stopped repeat illegal
entry and encampments by
travellers (Barlow 2016).
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After a series of illegal encampments at White Horse Woods Country Park in Kent, an access
prevention ditch was installed with a depth of 500mm, the ditch along with robust gates,
bollards, additional height barrier and robust dropping traffic bollards has proven successful
and there have been no reports of illegal access since installation (Grover 2020).

Left: Access prevention ditch which now fully
surrounds the car park area at White Horse Woods
Country Park © MVCP 2020. Above: Gate to
further prevent access at White Horse Woods
Country Park © MVCP 2020

In a nearby location, the Pilgrims Way byway and North Downs Way restricted byway /
bridleway near White Horse Wood and the Trottiscliffe Escarpment was abused by 4x4 clubs
who had created their own off-road circuits, mirroring off road activity centres. To prevent
this activity, via the Securing the Landscape project, gates secured with coded padlocks
were used to secure the entrance, together with ditches and banks and posts enforced with
metal wiring. Supporting the posts with metal wiring prevents chainsaws (sometimes
carried by off road activists) from being used to cut through the posts.
To prevent them being moved, posts were also secured with concrete 3ft into the ground.
This prevention method was/is affective, and it gives a more natural sympathetic look to the
countryside. A single tree was also felled vertically to the posts. These combined methods
have been one of the securest measures put in place to prevent this crime type in the area
(PCSO McGowan 2020)
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Above: Posts reinforced with wire for better protection against being cut and removed (PCSO
McGowan 2020)

There may also be other consequences for landowners who are supported by Basic Payment
Scheme, a stewardship scheme, or the English Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS).

Landowners should be aware that DEFRA perceives ditches as watercourses, although they
may never have been constructed with that purpose, they do still have the potential to
transport and hold water. As such with regards to ‘security ditches’ landowners must adhere
to regulations GACEC 1 which states that you must not:
-

apply manufactured nitrogen within 2 metres of surface water

-

apply organic manure within 50 metres of a spring, well or borehole

apply organic manure (which is any nitrogen or phosphate fertiliser derived from
animal, plant or human sources and includes livestock manure) within 10 metres of surface
water.
(Crown 2020)

Earth banks are another option which should be considered if digging ditches is not a
feasible option. The most effective sizes of earth bank/ soil mound being over 5ft tall and 3ft
wide. Earth banks can be prone to collapse and erosion and should be monitored. To make
earth banks even more effective many landowners plant them up with thorny scrub and
hedge species, which also provide habitat for wildlife.
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Hedges: Thorny hedges along boundaries are effective natural deterrents which are often
very cost effective. They also add a wildlife friendly and often biodiversity enhancing
element and thus have added value. Hedges should also be planted under windows and
around buildings which are vulnerable to intruders. Boundary hedges must be maintained
and as the hedge grows the use of traditional ‘laying’ is a cheap way to prevent gaps
occurring and improve the strength and longevity of the hedge species.
Thorny native species include:
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa
Dog rose Rosa canina
Holly Ilex aquifolium
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3.4 Where & How to use Covert Cameras and CCTV:
Rural crime is on the rise in Kent and one of the most effective ways to gather evidence of it
is using covert cameras and CCTV. In many cases even simply having signs up stating an area
is covered by CCTV and surveillance cameras will work as a deterrent.
When positioning CCTV and covert cameras they must not be recording other people’s
property, people’s right to privacy must be respected, they should be angled and focused
only on areas of concern not capturing unnecessary images and videos. Some CCTV systems
can also connect to apps on smartphones so that the owner can connect to the camera and
watch what is happening live.
If you wish to install CCTV on your property as a business owner in the UK then you must
notify and be registered with Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The cost of
registration is £35 per year and needs to be renewed annually. The registration form can be
downloaded from Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).
In the UK the Data Protection Act (DPA) 1998 applies if CCTV is being used for business
rather than purely domestic purposes, therefore signs to show that individuals are being
recorded must be positioned in an obvious place so people are made aware they are in a
location where CCTV is in use.
With reference to using CCTV footage as evidence, Kent Police (2019) highlight that there is
no primary legislation specifically controlling the use and publication of CCTV images. To use
CCTV effectively, users and investigators should have a clear understanding of the relevant
legislation, together with force and national policy relating to its use. The existing
applicable legislation that encompasses the management of evidence, including CCTV,
comprises the following:
•

Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001

•

Criminal Procedure and Investigations Act 1996 (CPIA)

•

Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE)

•

Police Reform Act 2002

•
Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) as it relates to the relevant parts of the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), or the Law of Enforcement Directive (LED).

Kent Police (2019)
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Due to the cost saving benefits, many people choose ‘dummy’ CCTV cameras with CCTV
signage, to fake the presence of surveillance. Please note that dummy cameras are still
bound by the same legislation as real CCTV cameras however and, of course, you will have
no actual footage to use as evidence. Dummy cameras should be chosen with care as many
are easily recognisable as fake. In addition, there is the issue of perceived safety around
your premises or business due to the camera when safety is not actually increased. This
would be more important on public land where CCTV camera are generally not permitted
but is none the less an important consideration.
Camera traps / trail cameras are an effective method of capturing still images, videos and
sound recordings in a variety of conditions, they are compact and can be easily attached to
different surfaces. For covert use it is recommended that ‘no glow’ LED cameras be used
which have night vision, and that you set up the camera within a weatherproof security lock
box.
When positioning the camera do not face it into direct sunlight but do attempt to conceal it
amongst foliage. Take care that no foliage is dangling or likely to blow in the line of the
camera’s motion sensor as this will trigger it into recording pointlessly.
When using a camera trap you do not need to put up surveillance warning signs however
people’s privacy must still be respected and permission must be gained if you are
attempting to set up a camera on someone else’s property.
Camera traps have a very simple design and are quite self-explanatory, many just having
record, stop and playback functions. They are now widely available from multiple online
sources and retailers with additional purchases of batteries, lock box covers, and SD cards. It
is advised that you check your camera daily when recording however if you wish to leave
your camera in place for more than 24 hours you should invest in long life batteries and a
larger memory SD card.
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The following information will assist you in choosing a suitable camera for your situation but please note this type of information, regarding
technology, dates quickly and we suggest you carry out new research to facilitate your choice:
Camera

Size

Still
Photo
Quality
12MP

Video
Quality

Motion
Sense

Time
lapse

Night
mode

Ltl Acorn
5210a

14cm x
8cm x
6cm
Unknown

1920 x
1080p HD

Y

Y

Y

20MP

1600 x 900p Y
HD

Y

20MP

1920 x
1080p HD

Y

4.5” x 3.5” 16MP
x 2.5”

Unknown

Unknown

Brownin
g Dark
Ops HD
Pro X
Brownin Unknown
g Spec
Ops Edge
Brownin
g
Comman
d Ops
Pro
Bushnell
Trophy
Cam HD
Essential
E3
Ltl Acorn
26

Power
Source

Charge
Hold

8 AA
batteries

6
months

Y

4G
Wireles
s
In
newer
models
N

6 AA
Batteries

Unknow
n

Y

Y

N

8 AA
Batteries

Unknow
n

1280 x 720p Y
HD

Y

Y

N

6 AA
Batteries

8
months

16MP

1280 x 720p Y
HD

Y

Y

N

8 AA
batteries

12
months

32GB
3/5 - Good battery life but
max SD more expensive for same
card
specs as other cameras

12MP

1920 x

Unkn

Y

N

8 AA

6-7

16GB

Y

Memo
ry

Rating (subjective /
personal comment of
author)
16GB
4/5 - Good for price. May
max SD be worth looking at newer
card
models 5310wa £117
512GB 4/5 - High video and
max
picture quality with large
SDXC
memory card
Card
512GB 3/5 - Highest video quality
max
but most expensive
SDXC
Card
32GB
4/5 - Good enough video
max SD quality and memory space
card
for price

3/5 - Good specs
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5310a

1080p

Analysis of CCTV Cameras (Bayne n.d)
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own

batteries

months

max SD compared to older model
card
but other cameras with
better specs available for
similar price
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3.6 The Use of Social Media:
Whilst commenting on social media should not be a replacement for properly reporting
crime, linking with the local community and others who may be affected by similar crime, is
a very good way to either mitigate against crimes taking place and/or gain support if a crime
takes place. Of course, physical meetings and groups exist such as local Neighbourhood
Watch, however, today, the use of social media can offer real time opportunities to discuss
crimes taking place or suspicious local behaviour. They can also be platforms from which to
promote crime prevention measures and offer support to victims of crime.
We suggest you join any local Facebook group for your location as this is often a way to
learn about suspicious behaviour or crimes which have taken place locally.
Otherwise, throughout this document, various social media platforms and groups are
mentioned in the Prevention Boxes, but to reiterate, some of the relevant groups which will
be worth linking to, depending on your personal circumstances are listed below:
Kent Police Facebook Page is
@Kentpolice. It is a place to get updates
on previous cases and campaigns. You
cannot report crime or follow the
proceedings of current cases.
Kent HorseWatch is a
voluntary run self- funding
group set up to share
information across the
county to help combat
equine and rural crime. They
work closely with Kent Police
Rural Task Force and hold
joint Equine Crime Prevention
Events throughout the
county. As well as up to date
information from their page,
they also offer various crime
preventions measures such as
Saddle Security Marking,
Yard/Field security signs and
give Legal Advice.

On Twitter you can find the relevant feed
for a certain area via @kentpoliceton
(for TMBC), @kentpolicemed (for
Medway) @kentpolicemaid (for
Maidstone) and @kentpolice7oaks (for
Sevenoaks)
Specifically, for Kent Rural Police you can
go, via Twitter, to @kentruralpolice

@KentCrime for info on the latest crimes
across Kent and Medway including
breaking news, court cases, appeals and
warnings plus a place to comment on
and report local issues
.
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Historic England Heritage Crime
@HEHeritageCrime and
@HE_SouthEast are working to
protect England’s Historic
Environment from crime and antisocial behaviour.

@Crime_Prevent is the Twitter Feed for
the national Crime Prevention website
www.TheCrimePreventionWebsite.com
which is the largest and most
comprehensive resource for free crime
prevention and security advice.

@kentheritage is the Twitter feed
for Heritage Watch who work in
Partnership with Historic England
and Country Eye to protect Kent's
Heritage

@CSinKent is the page on Twitter
for Kent Crimestoppers.

@Crimewatch.co.uk is the
Facebook page which covers the
latest crime news.

@VS_Kent is Victim Support Kent
who provides specialist practical
and emotional support to those
who are victims of crime.

Andrea Griffiths and Jo Hill (MVCP) Securing the Landscape Toolkit – 2020
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4: Crimes: Information, Reporting and Preventing:
Section 4 Contents Explained:

Section 4 gives an explanation of crime, information on how to report that particular crime and
methods used to mitigate and prevent the crime, by individual crime type. Section 4 is designed
to give you all the information you may need about and for a crime, in one place.

Green Text Boxes give you easy to find
information on reporting crime

Grey boxes give you information on
crime prevention. If it is generic the
box will look like this, but crime
prevention methods can come in
three different categories:
Physical / Hard Infrastructure;
Community and Technology.
To indicate which category of crime
prevention is being discussed (unless
generic), grey boxes will have
different outlines. We recommend a
combination of each crime prevention
tactic.
Case study examples will be given to
emphasise successful prevention
measures

Pink text boxes give you information
on relevant law and legislation

Grey boxes with a black edge give
information on Physical / Hard
Infrastructure tactic.

Grey boxes with an orange edge give
information about Community
initiatives

Grey boxes with a yellow edge give
information about technology

Andrea Griffiths and Jo Hill (MVCP) Securing the Landscape Toolkit – 2020
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4.1 Wildlife Crime:
Wildlife crime takes on many forms and covers everything from the illegal trade in
endangered animals and plants to the persecution of local species and cruelty. Kent Police
(2020) give the following examples of wildlife crime; poaching, coursing, persecution of
badgers, birds and bats, egg theft, collection of or trade in protected species and animal
products, not registering animals which require a licence, taking protected plants, use of
poisons, snares or explosives to kill or injure animals, animal cruelty, hunting with dogs,
introducing invasive species, killing or capturing, damaging or destroying the habitat of any
protected animal.
One notable issue is illegal harvesting. This is a growing problem across the UK as foraging
has grown in popularity and whilst it is not illegal to harvest from public sights for personal
consumption, some species are harvested on a mass scale and for the commercial sale to
restaurants, which is illegal under the Theft Act 1968. An example of this is fungi. This has
been an issue in Epping Forest where local
The Theft Act 1968 Section 4(3) states that:
rangers have witnessed people removing up to
40kg of fungi in one go. As a result, the forest is
A person who picks mushrooms growing
being stripped of this important resource and as
wild on any land, or who picks flowers, fruit
such, in 2013, there were 20 successful
or foliage from a plant growing wild on any
prosecutions for illegal fungi picking in Epping
land, does not (although not in possession
Forest, with one person caught with 20 sacks of
of the land) steal what he picks, unless he
mushrooms. The previous record was six
does it for reward or for sale or other
prosecutions, but the average fines are thought
commercial purpose. For purposes of this
to be around £200 whilst some fungi are thought
subsection "mushroom" includes any
to fetch £50 a kilo (Carrington 2014).
fungus, and "plant" includes any shrub or
Another ongoing issue and one often linked to tree. (Crown 2020)
violent groups, illegal access and damage to land
and property, is hunting and other harvesting/poaching. Hare coursing is still reported in
parts of Kent (and other parts of the country) despite this activity being banned as part of
the Hunting Act 2004. The League Against Cruel Sports (2020) highlights that in England and
Wales some of these activities often continue under the cover of legal ‘trail’ hunting via
abuse of the exemption in the Hunting Act which allows rabbits to be hunted. As such, the
landscape of the Old Chalk New Downs Project area is potentially vulnerable to illegal
hunting and hare coursing due to the presence of rabbits.
Hare coursing and other wildlife crime is linked with illegal off-road vehicle access (see
section 4.4.3) as those undertaking such activities need to gain access to the land in
question. As such, there is usually additional criminal damage to land and property. This
hare/rabbit poaching generally starts in August and runs to February. Each year this activity
increases, and it is the main priority of the local Rural Task Force officers. As Christmas
approaches, Game Poaching also increases significantly (Rural Task Force 2020).
Andrea Griffiths and Jo Hill (MVCP) Securing the Landscape Toolkit – 2020
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Install CCTV to cover farm entrances and yards
Consider ‘geo-fencing’ to alert you if vehicles go off the farm / property
Use burglar alarms with infra-red motion sensors
Consider protecting sheep and animals with Tec-Tracer and erect relevant Tec-Tracer signage to
deter potential thieves.

Join and participate in rural watch groups and use social
media and local WhatsApp groups for immediate
updates on suspicious activity
Get to know your local police rural crime team and/or
PCSO
Use and encourage others to use County Eye
If you are the landowner of a large estate, do not accept
legal ‘trail’ hunts to take place on your land as these can
often be used as cover for other illegal types of hunting.

The Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 is the principle
mechanism for the legislative
protection of wildlife in Great
Britain and therefore the
legislation which relates to
wildlife crime. Other pieces of
legislation are also prudent,
such as the Hunting Act 2004
and the Theft Act 1968.

If you know your land is subject to illegal activity and
wildlife crime, try to prevent access by securing your
boundaries:
Fit and/or Install Security Gates. Look closely at your
perimeter to ensure it is as secure as possible and if not
consider using large tree trunks, rocks, ditching and
earth mounds around boundaries to prevent access.
Ensure that you consult your local rights of way access
officer for guidance where public access may be
affected. Also check that any ditches or other obstacles
do not affect your cross-compliance requirements.
Keep land maintained so a presence is known to
discourage
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You can also report rural crime to the NFU’s Rural Crime Hotline:

Don’t disturb the scene or remove dead animals or birds (if you take possession you could be
committing an offence). Record as many details as you can such as date, time, location and if
possible, take photos or videos as long as you do not put yourself in danger. Write down any
registration numbers of any vehicles involved but do not put yourself at risk and do not approach
anyone. You can report it online. If a crime is happening or someone is in danger, call 999. If
you're deaf or hard of hearing, use our textphone service 18000 or text us on 999 if you’ve preregistered with the emergencySMS service. You can also report wildlife crime anonymously to
Crimestoppers, by calling 0800 555 111 and use Country Eye
You can also report wildlife crimes such as illegal hunts to Animal Crimewatch, part of the League
Against Cruel Sports. You can use their online form, or telephone 0300 444 1234 or email them on
crimewatch@league.org.uk Cruelty, neglect or abuse of animals is also a crime but is most
commonly reported to the To report these incidents, go to the RSPCA’s website or call them on
0300 1234 999.
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4.2

Agricultural and Equine:

Agricultural crime covers working farms and their machinery, buildings, and smallholdings.
Equine covers working stables and equine centres. Offences for both can be similar and
include theft of equipment, tack, fuel, chemical and animal feed along with damage to and
occupation of land property, arson and livestock worrying or theft (Met Police 2020),
produce and metal theft.
NFU Mutual (2020) in their report ‘A challenging Time for the Countryside’ highlight that
crime to agricultural businesses has risen. Agricultural vehicle theft cost the UK £9.3m in
2019 and cloning vehicle identities to make detection more difficult is increasing. The theft
of quads and ATV’s has also increased, the lack of registration of these vehicles makes them
easier targets. Land Rover Defenders remain highly desirable and their theft is often linked
to organised crime and whole vehicles being stolen for parts.
Livestock theft has also increased with some stock being sold for slaughter outside of
regulated abattoirs before illegally entering the food chain (NFU Mutual 2020). Horse theft
also increased in certain parts of Kent though a successful campaign as thankfully reduced
these incidents (Rural Task Force 2020).
Metal theft may also be common on farms and other rural business (see section 4.3) and
specifically may involve the theft of catalytic converters. Most petrol vehicles manufactured
since 1992 are fitted with catalytic converters and these are a target for metal thieves as
they often contain small amounts of precious metals including platinum, palladium and
rhodium. Vans and four-wheel drives are most at risk from catalytic converter theft (Kent
Police 2020).
Theft of large plant machinery and vehicles is also linked to other criminal activity. Stolen
plant and vehicles for example are often left in wooded area for a duration of time for the
criminals to ascertain if they are located through tracker activation (Rural Task Force 2020).
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The examples of the crimes given above should be reported to the police. If the crime is taking place
and/or you are in danger, call 999. If you are deaf or hard of hearing, use the textphone service
60066.You can use the Kent Police Online Service to report a crime which has taken place or call the
Rural Task Force to discuss any issues relating to rural crime in your area.
•
•
•

Swale, Medway, Dartford and Gravesham call 07528 989095
Shepway, Ashford, Canterbury, Dover and Thanet call 07980 978202
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Sevenoaks and Maidstone call 07580 236308
You can also use County Eye to record crime and the app will automatically inform the relevant
authority

Fit and/or Install Security Gates

Fit tracking devices to vehicles

Lock equipment away and invest in
secure storage. Erect signs indicating
as much.

Use CESAR vehicle marking to deter thieves and aid
recoveries
Install CCTV to cover farm entrances and yards

Mark tools and equipment and
register them.

Consider ‘geo-fencing’ to alert you if vehicles go off the
farm / property

Fit security lights and alarms.
Use burglar alarms with infra-red motion sensors
Install hitch locks, wheel clamps and
ground anchors for vehicles
Make animals easily identifiable by
ear tags, horn brands or tattoos
Check the oil level in farm vehicles
and look for spilt fuel or any
tampering.
Use ‘diesel dye’, making your diesel
traceable and less attractive to
thieves.

Consider protecting sheep and animals with Tec-Tracer and
erect relevant Tec-Tracer signage to deter potential thieves.
Register your catalytic converter and mark it with a forensic
marker. See Secured by Design

Join and participate in rural watch groups and use social
media and local WhatsApp groups for immediate updates
on suspicious activity
An example of a suitable social media platform is Kent
Horse Watch who have worked with Kent Police Rural
Liaison Team and run Equine Crime Prevention Events
across the County. Via this partnership and the use of
social media to promote a crime prevention message, in
2020, two arrests were made, and a spate of equine
targeted crime was stopped (Rural Task Force 2020). There
are other examples of social media groups such as Farm
Watch UK

Andrea Griffiths and Jo Hill (MVCP) Securing
Landscape Toolkit
2020
Use andtheencourage
others–to
use County Eye

36

4.3 Crimes to Heritage:
Heritage crime is any offence that targets the historic environment and harms the value of
heritage assets. Heritage asset examples include such things as archaeological sites,
churches, castles, stately homes and historic shipwrecks. Crimes to them include such things
as vandalism, graffiti, arson, theft of the metal or stone, unauthorised excavation, metal
fishing and metal detecting (also known as ‘night hawking’) and illegal salvage (Heritage
Watch 2017).
English Heritage (2012) highlight that 18.7% of all listed buildings were physically affected by
crime in 2011. That was over 70,000 listed buildings! Their report highlighted that the
biggest single threat was metal theft with 6.7% and 5.2% of grade I/II and grade II buildings
respectively affected. Listed churches and other religious buildings appear to be the most
targeted, with about 3 in 8 (37.5%) being damaged by crime in 2011. Metal theft from
religious buildings is a specific problem, with 14.3% affected in 2011 (English Heritage 2012).
Holter (2020) in his advising report to archaeologists, highlights that the most common
recorded offence committed against archaeological sites is theft and those who knowingly
buy stolen scrap metal or stolen relics from heritage assets are creating a market which is
driving heritage crime. Holter (2020) highlights that some of the buildings and other
heritage assets have been around for hundreds of years, surviving world wars and the
elements of time and nature but… are now being spoiled by people. Whilst affecting other
businesses and rural landowners (see section 4.1 for example) metal theft, especially that of
lead roofs and flashings, is a common theft type associated with old and historic buildings
and churches.

Many buildings and historically
interesting assets are listed and
protected by law. Others are
not. The National Heritage List
for England (NHLE) gives details
on which assets are nationally
protected historic buildings.

Fit and/or Install Security Gates and highlight
that the site is under surveillance with
signage. Erect signs saying that no valuables
are on site. Fit security lights and alarms.
‘The first impression afforded by secure
fencing, gates and taped off areas are vitally
important’ (Holter 2020)
Restrict and stop vehicle access with barriers
and gates.
Check site for digging, excavation activities
as this could imply that people are metal
detecting.
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Historic England (2018) have created a ‘Guide
for Owners, Tenants and Managers of Heritage
Assets’. It sets out twenty-five techniques of
crime prevention specific for deterring heritage
crime.

Coat lead flashing and drainpipes in anti-climb
paint. This is non-drying and marks clothes and
skin to help identify offenders. It should only be
applied above 2.4 metres from the ground and
must be clearly signposted to comply with the
Occupiers’ Liability Act 1984 (Kent Police 2020)

A note on Metal Detecting and Magnet Fishing:
Removal of any object from land without the
landowner’s permission may be an offence of theft
and travelling to a site with metal detecting
equipment may amount to an offence of going
equipped to steal. It is also an offence to damage a
protected archaeological site, known as a
Scheduled Monument without a licence from
Historic England as is failing to report objects that
are potential treasure under the Treasure Act 1966.
For all new finds of potential Treasure, finders must
notify their local county or district Finds Liaison
Officer (part of the Coroner system) (Holter 2020).

Install CCTV to cover farm entrances and yards
Historic England in partnership with Country Eye
(see Section 4.7) have made reporting Heritage
Crime quick and easy with a Free App called
Heritage Watch. You can report it online. If a
crime is happening or someone is in danger, call
999. If you're deaf or hard of hearing, use our
textphone service 18000 or text us on 999 if
you’ve pre-registered with the emergencySMS
service. You can also report wildlife crime
anonymously to Crimestoppers, by calling 0800
555 111 and use Country Eye / Heritage Watch

@kentheritage is the Twitter feed for
Heritage Watch who work in
Partnership with Historic England and
Country Eye to protect Kent's. Also –
download and use the Heritage Watch
app to report crime and potential
incidence.

Consider ‘geo-fencing’ to alert you if vehicles go off
the farm / property and use burglar alarms with
infra-red motion sensors
Use ultra-violet marker pens to mark certain
smaller historic artifacts. Sunlight deteriorates the
ultra0violet ink so reapply about once every
18months. Consider also new forensic marking or
permanent marking which will deter potential
criminals (Holter 2020)
Think about using a forensic solution, such as
SmartWater, SelectaDNA, RedWeb or
Crimestoppers products, to security mark property
(Kent Police 2020)
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4.4 Antisocial Behaviour:
What can be classed as anti-social behaviour takes on many forms. Common examples
include noise pollution, domestic disturbances, littering and fly tipping and inappropriate
use of vehicles. There are other examples on the Kent Police website, specifically the page
on Anti-Social Behaviour, has further information.
Antisocial behaviour can have a lasting impact on neighbourhoods, communities and natural
landscapes and wildlife. It can often lead to an increase in crime generally, particularly
violent crime and criminal damage. Examples of anti-social behaviour include things such as
illegal access, improper use of vehicles, littering and noise pollution. Below we give more
examples of anti-social behaviours which affect the area.

4.4.1 Noise Pollution:
Noise pollution may come from a variety of sources such as neighbours, nearby pubs and
restaurants or construction sites. It is often linked to other anti-social behaviours such as
illegal motor vehicle use.
If a building or car alarm is going off and there’s clear evidence of criminal activity, such as a
broken window or someone acting suspiciously nearby, call 999 immediately. If you're deaf
or hard of hearing, use our textphone service 18000 or text us on 999 if you’ve preregistered with the emergencySMS service.
If the situation is persistent but not an emergency, contract the Environmental Health team
at your local council. They will be able to investigate and take steps to end the noise.

Councils must look into complaints about noise that could be classed as a ‘statutory
nuisance’. This is covered by the Environmental Protection Act 1990. For the noise to count
as a statutory nuisance it must do one of the following:
• unreasonably and substantially interfere with the use or enjoyment of a home or other
premises
• injure health or be likely to injure health
If they agree that a statutory nuisance is happening or will happen in the future, councils
must serve an abatement notice. (Crown 2020)
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4.4.2 Illegal dumping and Fly Tipping:
Fly tipping and littering have considerable impacts, are incredibly common crimes and have
a significant impact to the rural landscape.
General littering refers to the dumping of household rubbish, either in plastic bags or as
individual items dropped. General littering also includes dog fouling in public places. It is
thought that about 2.25 million pieces of litter are dropped onto the streets of the UK every
day, with 30 million tons of rubbish collected from England's streets each year (enough to
fill 4 Wembley Stadiums) (Keep Kent Clean/KCC 2020). The RSPCA receives 700 phone calls a
year relating to animals injured by litter and that statics is no wonder when considering it
takes 450 years for a plastic bottle to decompose (Keep Kent Clean 2020).
Fly-tipping is the illegal dumping of large items or waste on public roads, land or into rivers.
This could include large household appliances like washing machines or discarded materials
from construction sites, it may also include hazardous waste. In 2016/17 more than one
million incidences of fly-tipping were dealt with by councils in England. The estimated cost
of clearing up this waste was over £58 million (Keep Britain Tidy 2020).
As highlighted in the Key Figures image below, Bamford (2020) of Complete Land and
Business Association via his presentation on fly tipping, indicates that the cost of cleaning fly
tip from private land costs the landowners an average of £844 a year.

Bamford (2020)
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The Covid 19 pandemic saw the closure of council household waste recycling centres and an
increase in fly-tipping was witnessed in this period. In Kent, Maidstone has been the worst
impacted borough with 2020 fly-tipping statistics showed a 61.5% increase on 2019 data.
Last year the number of cases reported from January to June was 899. When compared to
the first six months of 2020 the number more than doubled to 1,699 (Lowe 2020).
From January to March last year 423 incidents were recorded however this year's figures
show 823 in the same time frame. The borough of Tonbridge and Malling has also seen an
increase in reports of 48% compared to the previous year and Sevenoaks has had an
increase of 36% (Tijou-Smith 2020). Across the UK, fly tipping rates in 2020 have thought to
have soared by 300% (Lowe 2020).
The images below show the issue of fly tip in the local (OCND/Kent Downs) area. The first
image shows fly tipping near Holly Holl which completely closed Wrangling Lane. The
second image from the Woodland Trust shows fly tipping next to one of their sites near
Cobham.

Fly-tipping on Wrangling Lane near Holly Hill © PCSO
Kim McGowan 2020

Fly-tipping by Ashenbank Woodland © Claire
Inglis / Woodland Trust (2019)
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Fly-tipping, illegal dumping and illegal waste sites can be dealt with under section 33 of
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (EPA 90) or regulations 12 and 38 of the
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010 (EPR 10). The terms flytipping and illegal dumping are used to differentiate between the roles of the local council
and the Environment Agency (NFTPG 2020). Vehicles used in fly tipping can be seized by
the Environment Agency under the Control of Pollution Act 1989.
If someone fly-tips on private land, it becomes the responsibility of the landowner to
action the removal of the litter and cover associated costs. The landowner must ensure
they get a registered waste carrier to remove the litter. The Environment Agency have a
search tool which will assist you in finding a suitable waste carrier.
The National Fly-Tipping Prevention Group have various documents available to read
which will offer more advice and guidance to you with regards to reporting fly-tipping or
dealing with it on your land.

While the police will take action if they witness
it happening, littering should usually be
reported to your local council as they can
organise its removal. Littering and fly tipping
are also classified as Anti-Social Behaviour and
so can also be reported to Kent Police under
that guise. You can find the right antisocial
behaviour reporting service using the Kent
Police online tool. The National Fly-Tipping
Prevention Group have various documents
available to read which will offer more advice
and guidance to you with regards to reporting
fly-tipping or dealing with it on your land.
Join and participate in rural watch groups and
use social media and local WhatsApp groups for
immediate updates on suspicious activity
Get to know your local police rural crime team
and/or PCSO
Use and encourage others to use County Eye

Install CCTV to cover entrances. Consider
‘geo-fencing’ to alert you if vehicles go off
or onto the site.
As part of the Clean Kent Campaign, in
Kent, landowners can get a Smartwater Kit
to mark any refuge which is removed by a
carrier. This waste can then be tracked
and is less likely to be fly-tipped.

If your land is affected by fly-tipping, try to
prevent access by securing your
boundaries: Fit and/or install Security
Gates, use large tree trunks, rocks, ditching
and earth mounds around boundaries to
prevent access and restrict vehicle access
by digging deep ditches. Keep land
maintained so a presence is known to
discourage access.
Traffic Regulation Orders can also be
employed to close certain routes to
vehicles.
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4.4.3 Illegal Access and Land Use:
o Public Rights of Way and Countryside Access - Overview:

Access means the right to enter and
there are various types of routes,
differently marked and for different
activities (see left – Countryside Code
(Natural England 2016))
People can:
o use public roads and pavements
or public rights of way, for example
footpaths or bridleways
o use their ‘right to roam’ on open
access land, such as mountains,
moors, heaths, downs, some land
around the England Coast and
Common
Land
(land owned
collectively by a number of people,
or by one person, but over which
others can access for certain
traditional rights, such as to allow
their livestock to graze.

The Countryside Code (Natural England 2016)

If your land has a public right of
way across it, you are legally
obliged to maintain it and allow
people access. The route must be
visible and not obstructed. Find
out more here
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A full map, like the example given in the image below, of the various public rights of way, is available
from Kent County Council here

Map of Public Rights of Way (Kent County Council 2020)
People can also access private land if:
o the land was previously classified as a public right of way in the past
o the land was accessed by the public for at least 20 years and nobody has asked
them to stop
o the landowner has given permission (‘permissive access’)
If the above does not apply, then access to private land is illegal. In addition, not all
activities are allowed even where access is permitted (see the Countryside Code above).
Various Acts relate to access. Of
note is the National Parks and
Access to the Countryside Act 1949
by which National Parks were
created. The Act was amended by
the Environmental Protection Act
1990, the Environment Act 1995
(under which the National Parks
now operate) and the Countryside
Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000
(under which Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty operate).

Despite accessible rights to various routes and
lands, people are asked to follow the Countryside
Code and respect the land they are using.
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Dog walkers should especially take note of where sheep are crazing and ensure they keep
their dogs on leads and under control in these locations. Sheep worrying is where a
sheep is chased by a dog to the extent that the sheep is likely to be injury or endure
suffering and stress.
The Countryside Alliance (2020) state that more than 1,800 farm animals have been killed
by dog attacks in the past four years. 92 dogs have been shot because of sheep worrying
between 2013 and 2017. The cost of sheep worrying claims in 2017 amounted to £1.6
million for NFU Mutual alone.
The Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty team created a video, ‘Kent
Countryside - Exploring Public Rights of Way’ explaining the Country Code and the different
accessible paths. Signs are often put up to also indicate what can and can’t take place, such
as these signs below which tells people that the land in question is not public but private.

Signage to reinforce public right of way use © PCSO Kim McGowan 2020
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o Vehicle nuisance and illegal motorised access:
People can drive on public roads and Byways Open to All Traffic (BOAT) however, illegal
access by vehicles in areas where they should not be is identified as one of the main issues
in the area.
In rural areas the main issues are with ‘off-roading’, especially from off-road motorbikes.
Sometimes motorbikers will ride ‘green lanes’ but these are simply country lanes without
tarmac and normal road rules apply. Off-roading meanwhile is literally driving across
country, not on official roads. Whilst vehicles such as quad bikes, three-wheeled bikes and
trail bikes are built for off-road use, it is illegal to ride them in public parks or on publicly
owned land without permission from the local authority and on private land only with the
land-owner’s permission.
The impacts of these activities are numerous from noise pollution to endangering other
path users and pedestrians. 4x4 vehicles, Quad Bikes or motorbikes are driven through
wooded areas and any ground off road that has rough terrain. Getting to these areas can
mean that gates and locks are damaged and there is damage to the land itself, be it
woodland or farmed land, many of these habitats and land use areas are sensitive to such
damage (Rural Task Force 2020).
This type of activity is also linked to Wildlife Crime, with people going off-road in vehicles to
undertaken activities such as hare coursing and poaching (see 4.2).
Section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002
covers this illegal off-road driving and other
driving offences. If a vehicle is being used in a
manner causing alarm, distress or annoyance,
police and/or an accredited PCSO in uniform,
have the power to order the person driving it
to stop the vehicle; to seize and remove the
vehicle (if they have previously had a Section
59 warning) and, in order to do either of the
above, they can enter any premises on which
they have reasonable grounds for believing
the vehicle to be
Vehicles used in fly tipping can also be seized
by the Environment Agency under the Control
of Pollution Act 1989 (see section 2.4.2)
(Crown 2020).

In a 3-month period between April and July
2020, officers from Kent Police’s Dover
Community Safety Unit (CSU) issued 24
Section-59 warnings to motorcyclists across
the district.
Cllr MJ Holloway, Dover District Council’s
cabinet member for community safety, said:
‘This is part of a wider operation dealing with
motorbike nuisance across the district, in
particular noise, over weekends and during
the evenings. DDC will be working with Kent
Police over the coming summer months to
clamp down on anti-social behaviour
involving motorbikes, which causes a real
nuisance for local communities.’
(Kent Police 2020)
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There are many Acts which relate to illegal access and occupation and the relevant powers to
remove those illegally occupying. For full details refer to the government document: Dealing
with illegal and unauthorised encampments A summary of available powers

Traffic Regulation Orders are legally binding documents which allow a local authority, or a
national park authority, to restrict, regulate or prevent the use of any named road. The word
‘road’ includes footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways and byways open to all traffic (BOAT),
and the word ‘traffic’ includes cyclists and walkers (Ramblers 2020)

Traffic Regulation Orders have been introduced to prohibit the use of motor vehicles on several
routes that suffer from misuse. This was one approach which was carried out via the Securing
the landscape Initiative at Holly Hill and supported additional physical / hard targeting. It
resulted in the reduction of illegal vehicle access in the immediate by 99%, based on covert
cameras. (McGowan 2020)

You can report general issues on public rights of way online here. If a crime is happening
however or if someone is in danger, call 999. If you're deaf or hard of hearing, use our textphone
service 18000 or text us on 999 if you’ve pre-registered with the emergencySMS service. You
can also report crime anonymously to Crimestoppers, by calling 0800 555 111 and use Country
Eye
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o Illegal access by other transport such as Mountain Bikes:
Whilst cyclists often illegally ride on footpaths (which can disturb and put other path users
at risk), a greater issue is the increase in illegal access to off road areas and the creation of
trails on private land and sensitive sites. An example of trail creation can be seen in the
Woodland Trust photos below (Inglis 2019), where extensive trails were created in a quiet
part of Hollows Wood, complete with obstacles and ramps! Hollows Wood in Chelsfield is
within the North Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and trails like this
may damage the woodland fauna and endanger woodland users.
A Forestry England spokesperson, as reported by Minting (2020), stated that ‘many of these
[trails] are dangerous and include built features through sensitive wildlife and archaeological
sites, as well as areas scheduled for replanting. The scale of this building activity is
unacceptable, creating issues with other forest users, dangerous and often unseen hazards,
and environmental damage that will take years to recover’. If a trail is made and used on
private land, the landowner may be liable if any injury or issues arises through the use of the
trail. As such, this creation of trails and access by mountain bikers, poses a risk to
landowners (Mackenzie 2017)
Moyse (2020) highlighted the ongoing issue on a sensitive Plantlife reserve with mountain
bikes. Whilst they’ve been able to reduce off road vehicles with boundary and internal
fencing, the mountain bike issue has been harder to control as cyclists simply lift the bikes
over the gates.
Various websites promote the filming and upload of mountain bike trail riding and often
footage shows people accessing private land illegally. Some websites will remove such
footage, whilst others do not.

Mountain bike trails at Hollows Wood (Inglis / Woodland Trust 2019)
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o Illegal and Unauthorised Encampments:
An unauthorised site or encampment is where people set up home on land without the
landowner's permission. This can be private or local authority land. If the encampment is on
public local authority land, the council will visit a site to check:
•

tidiness

•

if local residents and businesses are being disrupted

•

if the encampment is obstructing highways or public rights of way

•

any activity the police may have had reports of

•

if there are any welfare and humanitarian issues.

The County Council can evict if the camp is causing a nuisance or campers are undertaking
anti-social or criminal activity.
On private land, under the Common Law Act, a landowner can have trespassers, travellers
and squatters removed from their land and property, but the process can be a lengthy one.
Private bailiff companies now can operate under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act
1994 to remove illegal encampments quickly.

Please be aware of the legislation which relates to illegal encampments and occupation.
A variety of Act relate in part to this topic including the Town and Country Planning Act
1990, The Caravan and Control of Development Act 1960, Public Health Act 1936,
Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 among others.
The Department for Communities and Local Government (2015) produced a detailed
document outlining the legilslation and various steps to address this matter. Follow this
link for a copy of: Dealing with Illegal and Unauthorised Encampments: A summary of
Available Powers

Prevent access to the land via installing hard targeting and creating natural barriers.
Refer to Section 3 on Crime Prevention with regards to these various methods to reduce
the risk of people illegally accessing and setting up camps on your land.
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If there is an unauthorised encampment on your private and then Kent County Council
(2020) advise you to call 03000 414141 or contact your local district council if:
•

you do not want the unauthorised encampment on your land

•

campers are causing a nuisance or behaving anti-socially

•

a landowner is not taking appropriate action against an encampment

•

you think a landowner is breaching planning or licensing regulations.

If you have contacted the above but still require assistance you can complete an our
online enquiry form which is sent to the KCC Gypsy and Traveller team.
You can also call the police via 101 if there is additional criminal or anti-social behaviour.

o Fly Grazing:
Unlike the traditional grazing practice on common land by horses and ponies, such as that
seen and appreciated in the New Forest, Fly-grazing is the deliberate grazing of a horse
without the landowner’s (private or local authority) permission.
This may happen in order for the horse owner to reduce costs of stabling and feeding but it
can often result in the Fly-grazed horses fending for themselves without sufficient shelter,
water and forage, which also increases their risk of preventable illness. The horses are also
often unhandled, and breeding is uncontrolled, which in turn places greater demand on
resources (Redwings Horse Sanctuary 2018) and damages the land.
All horses and ponies are required to be microchipped and passported but Redwings Horse
Sanctuary (2018) state that equine identification laws are not being effectively enforced and
a current lack of a centralised database makes identifying horses and tracing owners
problematic. As a result, irresponsible owners are therefore able to get away with flygrazing their horses.
In addition, if you find a horse on your land (be it farmland or even your own garden) and
cannot trace the owner, you are legally responsible for ensuring the welfare of that animal.
Providing the required food, water, shelter, and veterinary care for the animal until the
issue is resolved places an unwarranted financial burden on victims (Redwings Horse
Sanctuary 2018) whom may also have expenses to reverse any land damage or crop loss
which also might occur.
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The Control of Horses Act (Wales, 2014, and England, 2015) is the legislation under which local
authorities and landowners can seize illegally grazed horses within a reduced timeframe.
Owners of fly-grazed horses have four working days to find alternative grazing.

Make sure your land is not easy to access and leave an animal on it.
Keeping field gates locked, particularly those with access on to a public highway.
Pasture is more inviting than a ploughed field, so, if practical it may be worth fencing off or
even ploughing vulnerable or previously targeted areas. Be sure to not instal anything likely to
cause injury or that may block a public right of way.
Think carefully before allowing horses on your land when asked, even as a temporary measure
as this may lead to abandonment of the animal and personal responsibility and expense.
If you rent out grazing land, make sure you have a written agreement between you and the
owner of the horse

If you find a horse has been abandoned or is being fly-grazed on your land, inform your local
police station and get a crime number. You may want to complete an Abandonment Notice
which gives the owner 4 days to come forward. If no owner comes forward within the
“defined period”, under section 7c (5) Animals Act 1971 ownership passes to the person
detaining the horse. Due to the Horse Passport Regulations 2009, please contact Defra to
discuss this issue: 08459 33 55 77
Additional advice can be found via the Fly Grazing page on the British Horse Society website.
In addition, National Farmers Union produced the report ‘Stop the Scourge’ regarding illegal
fly-grazing in 2014. The report, which includes more information and advice is available to
download by clicking on the above link.
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